About the Scheme 

SmartMove NI Private Rented Sector Access Scheme aims to help people who urgently need accommodation access housing opportunities in the Private Rented Sector across Northern Ireland. 

The scheme will help households to gain access to the Private Rented Sector by:

· Identifying suitable properties and working with landlords to ensure the properties are affordable, of a high standard and comply with current housing legislation

· Carry out checks on any benefit entitlement and provide advice and support on budgeting, paying bills and setting up bank accounts 

· Assist all prospective tenants to fully understand the conditions of the tenancy 
· Assist prospective tenants who may have difficulty accessing private rented accommodation by offering landlords a ‘bond’
The 'Bond' is a guarantee underwritten by SmartMove NI, which is issued as an alternative to a cash deposit. The 'Bond' will have an equivalent value of 4 weeks rent and is valid for a period of 12 months. During this period, the tenant will be expected to save the money for the deposit and transfer this to the landlord at the point when the 'Bond' expires. 
In order to qualify for the scheme an applicant must - 

· Be over 18 years

· Homeless, with full duty applicant status longer than 6 months 

· Be able to afford the rent (Housing Benefit will be accepted for all properties)

· Prepared to waive their housing application and homeless status if they successfully take up a private tenancy   

The main areas the scheme will operate in are:  

· Antrim 

· Ballymena

· Castlereagh

· Collon Terrace  

· Downpartick

· Lisburn

· Newry

· West Belfast 

· South Belfast

· North Belfast 

· Waterloo

· Waterside 

