BELFAST AND LISBURN WOMEN’S AID

VISION, MISSION, ETHOS & BELIEFS, CORE AIMS

WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?

Domestic violence is the intentional and persistent physical, emotional or sexual abuse of a woman and her children, in a way that causes pain, distress or injury and can lead to loss of life.
VISION

Our vision is to end domestic violence in society and establish a future where domestic violence is unacceptable and women and children are safe in their homes.

MISSION STATEMENT 

To provide safety and support for women and children who experience domestic violence.

To work for and with women and children to ensure their voices are heard and their needs are met.

To challenge attitudes and beliefs that perpetuate domestic violence as a form of violence against women.

ETHOS AND BELIEFS 

Our work is underpinned by an ethos of self help and mutual support, for women, by women, with women.

We believe that:

· with support, women can survive domestic violence and make positive changes in their lives

· with support, children can survive domestic violence and move positively into adulthood

· the most effective method of safeguarding children is to protect mothers

· domestic violence is complex and can be best tackled by inter-agency working

· domestic violence is a violation of the human rights principle, that we are born free and equal in dignity and rights

· domestic violence is a direct consequence of the unequal position of women in society and if discrimination is left unchallenged, violence against women will continue

· by actively promoting equality and diversity, we can build a society where domestic violence is unacceptable.

CORE AIMS 

· To provide temporary refuge for women and their children suffering mental, physical, financial or sexual abuse in the home

· To offer support and advice to any woman who asks for it whether or not she is living  in a refuge and offer supportive aftercare to women leaving the refuge

· To encourage the woman to take control of her own future whether this involves returning home or beginning an independent life

· To meet the needs of children and young people affected by domestic violence

· To educate and inform the public, the media, the courts and statutory and voluntary agencies, always mindful of the fact that abused women are a direct result of the general position of women in our society.

